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Table 2.5  n  �Violent Victimizations Involving a Weapon, by Type of Crime and Type of Weapon, 2010

Presence of 
Offender’s 
Weapon

Violent Crime Rape/Sexual Assault Robbery
Simple and 

Aggravated Assault

Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage

Total 3,817,380 100 188,380 100 480,760 100 3,148,250 100

No weapon 2,643,420 69 149,740 79 196,850 41 2,296,820 73

Weapon 852,660 22 22,600* 12* 212,390 44 617,670 20

Firearm 337,960 9 12,630* 7* 140,640 29 184,700 6

Knife 192,230 5 4,540* 2* 48,260 10 139,440 4

Other 266,620 7    —  — 10,200* 2* 256,420 8

Unknown 55,850 1 5,440* 3* 13,290* 3* 37,120 1

Don’t know 321,300 8 16,040* 9* 71,510 15 233,750 7

Most violence does not include a weapon. Does this change your feelings regarding the need to arm yourself in the event of a violent 
crime? Why or why not?

Source: Adapted from Truman, J. L. (2011). National crime victimization survey: Criminal victimization 2010. Bureau of Justice Statistics, Office of Justice 
Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.

Note: Detail may not sum to total due to rounding. If the offender was armed with more than one weapon, the crime was classified based on the most serious weapon present.

*Interpret with caution; estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

an injured victim in 2012.63 The Bureau of Justice Statistics has not reported injury estimates 
by type of crime or victim characteristics since 2008. During that year, 23% of robberies and 
assaults resulted in an injured victim according to NCVS data.64 Nonfatal violence results in an 
injury for 21% of male and 25% of female victims.65 During robberies and assaults, those ages 
16 to 19 are injured in the highest percentages (28%).66 Other groups such as 12- to 15-year-
olds (26% injured), 35- to 49-year-olds (20% injured), and those age 65 and older (7% injured) 
are injured at lower rates.67 Blacks are more likely than whites to be injured (27% and 21%, 
respectively) as a result of nonfatal violence.68 Victims are more likely to be injured when 
someone they know commits the crime: 28% of victimizations by a known assailant lead to an 
injury, compared with 18% of violence by a stranger.69 While it may distress some that these 
statistics regarding characteristics of crime come from 2008, again note that while the levels 
and rates of crime may change year to year, the characteristics of crime change trivially year 
to year (Figure 2.5).

In 2012, 44% of all violent crime was reported to the police (Figure 2.6).70 The police 
were notified regarding only 28% of rape and sexual assault during that year.71 About half 
of domestic violence (55%) overall was reported.72 BJS has not released reporting percentage 
by victim characteristics since 2008. At that time, violence against a female (53%) was more 
likely to have been reported to police than was violence against a male (49%).73 Violence 
against Hispanic females (63%) and black females (69%) is reported to the police in higher 
percentages than violence against non-Hispanic white females (50%).74 Among males, this 
pattern differs slightly. Violence against black males (50%) is reported to the police in higher 
percentages than is violence against non-Hispanic white males (44%) and Hispanic males 
(44%).75 While these estimates are a bit dated, these relationships are generally stable over 
time.

Property Crime Rates and Trends
The NCVS gathers information on three types of property crime: burglary, motor vehicle 

theft, and property theft (also known as larceny). NCVS-based rates of property crimes are 




